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From the sixteenth century on, the ocean became the prefer-
red highway, of international commerce. Hence the Levant com-
merce, which had flourished for several centuries and had en-
riched the commercial centres of Italy and of other Mediterranean
countries, lost its importance.

Numerous ruins of magnificent buildings in cities and markets,
well built high-ways covered with the sand of centuries, also
caravansaries on the plateau and desert lands of western Asia
and the Arabian peninsula reveal to these after-days the former
greatness and the commercial prosperity of peoples who still
live in history but principally in name only.

The spices and aromatics of southern Asia and the Asiatic
islands, which constituted the first foundation of international
commerce have retained their original value in spite of all
changes in the world's history. The same spicy cinnamon,
cloves, nutmegs and cardamoms, pepper and ginger and other
spices used and highly appreciated since antiquity; frankincense
and myrrh, benzoin and other incenses, camphor, sandalwood
and lignaloes and other plant products acquiring use in ever
increasing numbers thrive after thousands of years in the sunny
countries and islands of the orient in primeval profusion.

However, they are no longer brought to the Occident on
the backs of camels over the plateaus and deserts of Asia, but
in trim sailing vessels and speedy steamships crossing the ocean;
or they are transported in freight cars that hasten over steel
tracks encircling the continents. They are used up to this day,
in the humble hut as well as in the palace of the rich, either
in their original state, or in a concentrated form, purified by the
giant stills of modern chemical industry.